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LIONS CLUBS
INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION (LCIF)

Has your club included LCIF and Campaign Sight First II (CSFII) in your annual budget? LCIF
has come to our rescue in disasters and also helped expand our services through the Lions Camp
and the Louisiana Lions Eye Foundation recently and in years past as well. Your club and actually
your members individually can help with donations to LCIF. With CSFII the need is great in
becoming the "knights against the darkness". This program hopes to cure blindness for over 100
million through surgeries, treatments and education. Donations of ANY size are welcome, but let
me emphasize that there are ways to honor your members through a Melvin Jones Fellowship for
$1,000 or if that member already has a fellowship a progressive fellowship is available for the same
amount. Both of these projects are extremely beneficial. Our district has several LCIF projects
currently in the works, they are:

1. "Coats for Kids'"-Project started last year immediately after Hurricane Katrina providing coats
throughout the district for school children through high school age that needed coats due to losses
from the hurricanes. Lion PDG Cesar Fonseca still has monies available, so if your club has a need
from a school in your area contact him at (504) 737-4224.

2. "School Buses'-Provides school buses for St. Bernard Parish schools which were lost due to
heavy flooding throughout that parish. The pesentation will soon be made to them providing the
transportation to school where needed. This project will also provide buses to Placquemines Parish
schools as well.

3. "St. Bernard Parish Schools Computers'-We forget the importance of computers in our daily
lives. and equally important is the proper training of our students in the use of them, to help them
succeed in today's world. This project provides 300 computers for the classrooms and teachers to
complete the education this school system needs.

4. "Low Vision Project"- This project provides low vision equipment to indigent patients
screened through the Louisiana Lions Eye Fondation and the LSU Eye Center. Today, Your club
can refer patients through the Eye Foundation to be seen at the temporary Slidell office, the Houma
(Cajun Center) offices or at the LSU Eye Center office on Napoleon Avenue adjacent to Memorial
Baptist Hospital. The previous 3 LCIF grants are through the "Hurricanes Katrina and Rita Relief
Fund and require no financial obligation from our district. The "Low Vision Grant" is a grant that
requires a 25% cash match from the Lions of Louisiana. If your club can spare some funds to
complete this project, please send your donation to the Louisiana Lions Eye Foundation at 2020
Gravier St., New Orleans, LA 70122. Please note on your check "Low Vision Clinic Project".



NEWEST LIONS we/
Sevve

Many of you around the district have asked your friends, relatives and co-workers to join
your clubs. Thank you for stepping up and answering the call when the cry went out for new
members. For the first time I can ever recall, according to International's latest membership report
District 8-S is no longer the largest district. With your efforts, I know we will increase our
numbers. If you happen to meet any of the following new members please make them feel
welcome.

Bayou Blue Coteau-Ronald Dominique
Bayou Blue Coteau-Ella Dupre
Harahan-Barbara Dendinger
Kenner-Gary Leonard
Kenner-Aaron Sanchez
Kenner-Brandon Sanchez
Kenner-Dennis Sanchez
Lockport-Wilbert Allemand
Luling-Boutte-Nora Kramer
Marrero-Doris Scarabin
Marrero-Donna Glade
Pontchartrain-Josephine Vicknair
River Ridge-Helen Block
River Ridge-Connie Burkenstock
River Ridge-LaDoris Robison
Schriever-Lynette Dufrene
Schriever-Jeannine Stein
T-Caillou-April Fanguy
T-Caillou-Doreen Foret

DECEASED LIONS

Sadly, during the same reporting period, these Lions have passed away. They will be missed by

their families, friends and their Lions "family".
Kenner Central-Ralph Lozier
Marrero-Carmelo Ricotta
River Ridge-John Szush, Jr.
Thibodaux-Mark Roy
West Houma-Barbara Stinson



Leadership Chair-MERL Team 8-S-Lion Bob Williams, PDG

An excerpt taken from the September 2006 "Lion Magazine" article "Membership Growth:
It's totally up to you" by Lion Jimmy M. Ross, International President stated the following:

Our founder, Melvin Jones, once stated, "You can't get very far until you start doing
something for someone else". Prospective Lions need to understand this and to realize that
membership in a Lions club is the perfect vehicle for reaching their personal goals. The leadership
of every Lions club should recognize how imperative it is to organize sustainable projects which
demonstrate why the club is such an integral part of community life; why it is eager to invite people
who want to be leaders in the voluntary sphere.

The above statement seems to talk about membership, but at the same time, it addresses the
need for leadership at the club level in establishing meaningful club projects. This insightful article
by Lion Ross shows his leadership abilities at the International level. That leadership is needed at
all levels of Lionism, quality members translate into future leaders. The club membership
committee is also the club leadership committee.

This step forward starts with the new member. Club Membership Committee Seminars, one
was held on Saturday, September 30th at the Houma Lions Club and the next one will be Saturday,
October 7th at the Delta Lions Club, starting at 9:30a.m. Please make every effort to attend this
meeting.

Membership Chair-MERL Team 8-S-Lion Earl Pellegrin

As District 8-S Membership Chair for the MERL team, I challenge each membership
chairperson and each Lions member to personally commit to bringing in one new member this year.
We should know one person who shares the commitment to serving the less fortunate in our
community. Look to your friends, family and neighbors for the right person, then introduce them to
your club and have them voted in as new members.

After they become new members, make sure they become involved in your club activities.
Presidents, appoint them to committees, even better, have them become committee chairpersons.
The more involved they become the more they learn about Lions and the better Lions they become.

Bring your new members to an orientation session to fast start them as long term members in
our organization. Let them learn first hand what being a Lion is all about. The feeling of joy, of
helping those less fortunate than ourselves.

Need help or have questions that need answers. Email me at earlp200@charter.net or call at

(985) 868-6654 after 5:30p.m. If1 don't have the answer, I'll get it for you.






